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The Department of Religions and Cultures is delighted to 
welcome you to this book launch. We are extremely excited 
to have so many of our faculty members, both full-time and 
part-time as well as graduate students, participate in this event, 


to read and discuss elements from their books. Thank you for 


joining us. We hope you enjoy the book launch. 


Miche! Despland: Un monde pluriel: Mon 
apprentissage d'historien des religions 
(Liber, 2015) 


Auteur d'une ceuvre considérable consacrée a 
l'histoire des idées, aux théories des religions 
et a des figures majeures de la littérature 
universelle, il revient ici sur son parcours et 
sur son apprentissage du monde tel qu'il se 
donne a voir dans la cohabitation quotidienne 
des peuples et des gens ainsi que dans leurs 
apres luttes. Soucieux de saisir les idées 
religieuses dans la réalité concréte des hommes 
et des femmes historiques, il se tient loin de 
l'intellectualisme totalitaire au profit d'une 
sensibilité et d'une attention soutenue aux 
mille et une formes que prennent le dialogue 
et le conflit. 


Carly Daniel-Hughes and Donald Boisvert: 
The Bloomsbury Reader in Religion, Gender and 
Sexuality (Bloomsbury, 2017) 


How do religion, gender and sexuality interact? 
How have they impacted, and continue to 
impact, human culture? The Bloomsbury 
Reader in Religion, Sexuality and Gender brings 
together, for the first time, the key texts in 

the field. Designed as a textbook for use in a 
classroom setting, it offers thought-provoking 
selections of some of the most compelling and 
timely readings available today. 


Fred Tappenden and Carly Daniel-Hughes, eds.: 
Coming Back to Life: The Permeability of Past 

and Present, Mortality and Immortality, Death 
and Life in the Ancient Mediterranean. (McGill 
University Library, 2016) 


Richard Foltz: Iran in World History (Oxford 
University Press, 2016) 


Home to one of the world’s most ancient 
and enduring civilizations, lran has been at 
the nexus of world history for the past three 
thousand years. Situated at the crossroads 
between East and West, it has been marked 


by its encounters with other cultures and has 
influenced them with its own. From paradise 
gardens and Persian carpets to the mystical 
poetry of Rumi and Hafez, lran’s contributions 
have earned it a place among history's most 
refined and sophisticated societies. In this 
book, Richard Foltz traces the spread of Iranian 
culture among diverse populations ranging 
from the Mediterranean to the Indian Ocean, 
and along the Silk Roads as far as China, from 
prehistoric times up to the present day. 


Michael Oppenheim: Contemporary 
Psychoanalysis and Modern Jewish Philosophy: Two 
Languages of Love. (Routledge, 2017) 


Relational psychoanalysis and modern 

Jewish philosophy have much to say about 
the dynamics of human relationships, but 
there has been no detailed, thorough, and 
constructive examination that brings together 
these two incisive discourses. Contemporary 
Psychoanalysis and Modern Jewish Philosophy: 
Two Languages of Love explores the critical 
similarities and differences between the two 
disciplines, casting new light on both the 
analytic and philosophical understandings of 
how relationships develop, flourish, and fail. 


For psychoanalysts such as Hans Loewald, 
Stephen Mitchell, and Jessica Benjamin, love 

is seen as a fundamental life force, a key to 
human motivation, and the transformative 
core of Freud's therapeutic “talking cure.” The 
Jewish philosophers Franz Rosenzweig, Martin 
Buber, and Emmanuel Levinas envision love 

as having both a human and divine dimension, 
expressed through the dual commandments 
to love God and the neighbor. The two 
languages are brought to life through chapters 
that investigate: the relationship between 
self-love and love of the other, the dynamics 
of intersubjectivity, the methods and 
possibilities of human transformation, the 
“magical” powers of language, the goal of 
achieving a meaningful life, the significance 

of responsibility for others, and the challenge 
that death poses to life's fullness. 


Ira Robinson, Lorenzo DiTommaso, Naftali 
Cohn: History, Memory, and Jewish Identity. 
(Boston, Academic Studies Press, 2016) 


This volume takes a fresh view of the role 
representations of the past play in the 
construction of Jewish identity. Its central 
theme is that the study of how Jews construct 
the past can help in interpreting how they 
understand the nature of their Jewishness. The 
individual chapters illuminate the ways in which 
Jews responded to and made use of the past. 
If Jews’ choices of what to include, emphasize, 
omit, and invent in their representation of the 
past is a fundamental variable, then this volume 
contributes to the creation of a more nuanced 
approach to the construction of the histories 
of Jews and their thought. 


lra Robinson: The Future of the Past: the 
Jewish Public Library of Montreal, 1914-2014. 
(Montreal, Concordia University Institute for 
Canadian Jewish Studies, 2015) (co-editor) 


The 97 page book is number 8 in the Institute's 
series of Chapbooks in Canadian Jewish 
Studies. It contains the proceedings of the 
October 26, 2014 conference, co-sponsored 
by the Institute, celebrating the hundredth 
anniversary of the founding of Montreal’s 
Jewish Public Library. 


lra Robinson: A History of Antisemitism in 
Canada, (Waterloo, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Press, 2015) 


This state-of-the-art account gives readers 
the tools to understand why antisemitism 

is such a controversial subject. It acquaints 
readers with the ambiguities inherent in the 
historical relationship between Jews and 
Christians and shows these ambiguities in 
play in the unfolding relationship between 
Jews and Canadians of other religions and 
ethnicities. It examines present relationships 
in light of history and considers particularly 
the influence of antisemitism on the social, 
religious, and political history of the Canadian 
Jewish community. 


Stuart A. Wright and Susan J. Palmer: 
Storming Zion: Government Raids on Religious 
Communities. (Oxford University Press, 2015) 


In Storming Zion, Wright and Palmer argue 
that the increased use of these high-risk and 
extreme types of enforcement corresponds 
to expanded organization and initiatives by 
opponents of unconventional religions. Anti- 
cult organizations provide strategic “frames” 
that define potential conflicts or problems in a 
given community as inherently dangerous, and 
construct narratives that draw on stereotypes 
of child and sexual abuse, brainwashing, and 
even mass suicide. The targeted group is made 
to appear more dangerous than it is, resulting 
in an overreaction by authorities. Wright and 
Palmer explore the implications of heightened 
state repression and control of minority 
religions in an increasingly multicultural, 
globalized world. At a time of rapidly shifting 
demographics within Western societies 

this book cautions against state control of 
marginalized groups and offers insight into the 
reasons why the responses to these groups are 
often so reactionary. 


The following Religions and Cultures graduate 
student papers were included in Andre Gagné: 
The Global Impact of Religious Violence. (Wipf 
and Stock, 2016): 

* Marion Achoulias: “Discourse of Sacrifice” 

* Marc-André Argentino and Dalia Sabra: “Is 
there such a thing as a Radicalized Brain?” 
Spyridon Loumakis: “Genocide and Religion 
in Rwanda in the 1990s” 

* Calogero Miceli: “Religion and Violence: 
Rethinking the Role of the Biblical Scholar in 
the Contemporary World” 

Spyridon Loumakis: “Nike of Paionios: 
Panionios of Smyrna's new irredentist, 
triumphant symbol”, in Lenia Kouneni (ed), 
The legacy of Antiquity: New Perspectives 

in the Reception of the Classical World, 
Cambridge Scholar Press, pp. 227-269. 


. 


